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gentleman now living (1901), who was a member of the Na-
tional Committee of the Democratic Party in the year 1856 is
my authority for the statement that the total sum of money at
the command of the committee in the campaign for Mr.
Buchanan was less than twenty-five thousand dollars.

I mention my own experience and in the belief that it
was not exceptional. From 1840 to 1850 I was the candidate
of the Democratic Party of Groton for representative of the
town in the general court. The party in the town met its
moderate expenses by voluntary contributions. I contributed
with others, but never upon the ground that I was a candi-
date. We paid our local expenses. We paid nothing for
expenses elsewhere, and we did not receive anything from
outside sources. In 1844-46 and 1848 I was the candidate of
the Democratic Party for the National House of Representa-
tives. I canvassed the district at my own charge. I did
not make any contribution to any one for any purpose, and
I did not receive financial aid from any source The subject
was never mentioned to me or by me in conversation or
correspondence with any one. Again, I may say the sub-
ject was not mentioned in my canvass for the office of Gover-
nor in the years 1849-1850 and 1851.

In 1862 I became the candidate of the Republican Party for
a seat in Congress. After my nomination the District Com-
mittee asked me for a contribution of one hundred dollars.
I met their request. The request was repeated and answered
in 1864, 1866 and 1868. On one occasion I received a re-
turn of forty-two dollars with a statement that the full
amount of my contribution had not been expended.

While General Butler was in the army, Mr. James Brooks,
a member from the city of New York, charged him, in an
elaborate speech, with having taken about fifty thousand dol-
lars from a bank in New Orleans, and appropriated the same
to his own use. General Butler was then at Willard's Hotel